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Introduction  

 

These Design Guidelines are intended to provide assistance to homeowners and their architects, 

landscape architects, contractors, etc. who require information regarding the design intent of the 

Ashton Plantation Architectural Control Committee.  It is the goal of these guidelines to promote 

a desirable visual environment in Plantation Lakes through creative development techniques, good 

civic design and compatible arrangement while recognizing the constraints of development costs 

to create long-term value for homeowners. Great care has been taken in the planning, design, and 

construction phases of Ashton Plantation to insure a peaceful, safe, and enjoyable environment 

and lifestyle.  For this reason, these Guidelines focus homeowners and their consultants on items 

important to the overall character of the community and over which the Ashton Plantation 

Architectural Control committee will exert strong control.  Adherence to these guidelines 

beginning with the inception of the project will minimize redesign expenses and downtime.  If 

there are conflicting requirements in these Design Guidelines with the Restrictions, then the 

provisions of the Restrictions shall take precedence. 
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A. Development Philosophy 

 

Ashton Plantation contains approximately 1,240 acres of land clearly visible from the top of the 

Hale Boggs I-310 Bridge when traveling to the Westbank.  The community and every home site 

in each of the neighborhoods have been fully planned to be compatible and functional in order to 

create genuine neighborhoods.  Through careful initial planning and final execution, it is 

anticipated that every home in each of the neighborhoods will be compatible with those around it 

and that together the neighborhoods will comprise an outstanding residential community of more 

than 1,500 homes.  At the same time, Ashton Plantation is being treated as a part of St. Charles 

Parish in every aspect, not as a cluster of independent, isolated neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1 

Plantation Lakes 

Phase 2-B Detail 
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B. Land Use Plan 

 

Distinguishing this community from others in the area is a design that includes limits on land uses, 

extensive and coordinated landscaping, contemporary architectural character and thoughtful site 

planning.  The design allows for a group of eight to ten different neighborhoods to center around 

a series of lakes with a combined area of over 104 acres.  Homes of varying size and design will 

accommodate a variety of needs and income levels.   Home sites will offer a variety of views.  In 

addition to lakes, recreational amenities will eventually include more than 5.5 miles of jogging or 

walking paths and trails.  Paths or green belts will link the entire project to the central recreational 

amenities.   

 

An extensive use of landscape buffers and setbacks along Ashton Plantation Boulevard, the main 

collector street, and along the project edges will add both beauty and recreational opportunities.  

Ashton Plantation Boulevard originates at River Road and will traverse the entire community, 

minimizing non-local traffic in the neighborhoods.  This design feature enhances both the beauty 

and safety of the residential neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plantation Lakes 

Phase 2-B 

 

Figure 2 
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Definitions 

 

These words are used throughout the guidelines and are defined here to avoid confusion and 

misunderstandings. 

 

Bulkhead ï An approved structure constructed on a Lake Lot edge where in interfaces with the 

water in the Lake.  
 

Cul-de-sac lot ï shall mean the following lots, each to be a Cul-De-Sac lot: Lots 52, 53, 54, 55, 

60, 61, 62, 63 and 64, Square 11. 
 

Design Guidelines ï shall mean an outline of minimum acceptable construction standards and 

specifications to act as design guidelines for acceptable improvements. 
 

Detached Building ï any building separated from the main building on a lot by an outdoor space. 
 

Developer ï shall mean and refer to Ashton Plantation Estates, L.L.C. 
 

Driveway ï a paved route for the use of motorized vehicles on private property, including lots. 
 

Improvements ï shall include all buildings, component parts and other constructions permanently 

attached to a lot or other portion of the property and includes the residence and any detached 

garages, cabanas, pool houses, driveways, entrance walkways and landscaping. 

 

Lake Servitude - shall mean the servitude of use established by the developer burdening those 

portions of the lake lots fronting on the lakes and designated as the lake servitude area. 
 

Lot ï shall mean and refer to, as applicable, (i) each of the lots shown on the plat or any other lot 

which may be created upon the subdivision of the property and (ii) any other property located 

within the boundaries of the property.   
 

Lot Front ï the shortest property line of a lot adjacent to the street as illustrated on Figure 3. 
 

Lake Lot ï shall mean a lot which has a property line contiguous with the lake or which contains 

property within the boundaries of the lake, Lots 61-69, Square 11. 
 

Lot Owner ï shall mean and refer to the owner of record, whether one or more persons or entities, 

of the undivided ownership to any lot or other property situated within the boundaries of the 

property. 

 

Lot Side ï the longest property line of a lot as illustrated on Figure 3. 

 

Property ï any immovable parcel or parcels of land not designated as a street or lot. 
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Restrictions ï the declaration of covenants and restrictions covering any portion or all of Ashton 

Plantation. 

 

Streets ï the platted streets, including cul-de-sacs, of Ashton Plantation shall mean the right of 

way for the streets and cul-de-sacs shown on the plat, as shown on Figure 3. 

 

Utility Servitu de ï The twenty (20) foot wide servitude along the street right of way of each lot 

reserved for use by the developer for installing, repairing and maintaining street lights, drainage, 

water, irrigation, sewer, telephones, cable, electrical, gas or other utilities. 

 

Walkway ï A paved surface connecting the public sidewalk to the front door of the home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Phase 2-B 
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Architectural Design  

 

The goal of these guidelines is to encourage and foster the design of a community of individually 

outstanding architectural statements which, when viewed together, produce an equally outstanding 

community environment.  It is not the intent of these guidelines to dictate the particular 

architectural style that an owner must use within the community, but rather to give property owners 

and their architects a set of guidelines that will make the entire community a more attractive place 

to live.  Residential architecture in Ashton Plantation should be custom designed for each lot to 

maximize the features of the site.  Of particular concern to the Architectural Control Committee 

will be setbacks, height limit, landscaping, site grading and drainage, fences, skylights and solar 

collectors, recreational features, exterior lighting, antennas and satellite television dishes.   

 

All construction, including fences and sheds, must be approved in advance by the Ashton 

Plantation Architectural Control Committee.  Interior remodeling is excepted from review and 

approval. 

 

A. Preferred Styles 

 

Styles appropriate to the region and climate are preferred, but no particular style is required. 

 

B. Architectural Compatibility  

 

It is desirable for the homes of the community to exhibit individuality and to have details and 

proportions consistent with their selected architectural style.  The following are among the 

important considerations that the property owner and design team should address when developing 

the architectural design for the home:   

 

¶ Is the residence located on the site in a sensitive manner with minimum disruption to any 

natural topography, vegetation or unique site features? 

 

¶ Is there a sensitive interpretation of the architectural style within the constraints of budget 

and site? 

 

¶ Are the specific features of the architectural style well developed and carefully detailed?  

Are they reasonably authentic? 

 

¶ Are the windows well located with respect to the floor plan as well as the elevations? 

 

¶ Is there a consistent scale used throughout the design of the residence?  Each element 

should be designed in proportion to the other design elements. 

 

¶ Will the various building materials allow for a pleasing and harmonious exterior 

appearance for the residence?  Are the building materials used logically? 

 

 

¶ Are the colors appropriate and are bright colors used with restraint? 
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¶ Is the residence compatible with the neighboring homes? 

 

C. Height, Volume, And Massing 

 

No home may be more than three stories, nor exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height as measured 

from the finished floor elevation of the first floor to the top of the roof peak.  One-story homes 

with relatively flat roofs and three-story homes with steeply pitched roofs should not be built 

adjacent to one another; adjacent homes should be designed with transitional elements to lessen 

the visual impact from the street of greatly varying heights or masses.   

 

D. Exterior Elevations 

 

Consistency of detailing on all elevations is required on any home.  A limited variety of window 

and door types, styles, and sizes should be used on any home.  All openings should be articulated 

with the use of shutters, flat or arched lintels, projecting sills or relief surrounds. 

 

E. Street Frontage And Repetition 

  

Homes with identical or nearly identical front elevation may not be built on any one block on either 

side of the street. 

 

F. Entries 

 

The main entrance to a home should be located in a position of prominence that is reflected in the 

design of the façade.  The entry should be sheltered on the exterior and should contain more 

architectural detail than other openings but be consistent in styling. 

 

G. Exterior Material  

 

Exterior building materials and colors for residences should be compatible in color and texture 

with those of adjacent residences, but should not be identical.  The use of vinyl siding is strongly 

discouraged and will only be approved ï if at all ï in small amounts for accent purposes. 

 

H. Exterior Color s 

 

Siding should be light neutral tones, including white.  Trim may be painted in light or dark colors; 

bright colors may be used on doors and on trim in limited quantities.  (See Also: Roofs and Rooftop 

Elements) 

 

I. Windows And Doors  

 

Reflective glass may not be used in windows or doors.  To the extent reasonably possible, windows 

on the side of homes should not face directly into the windows of adjacent homes. 
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Homes on lake lots should be designed with ample windows and doors to take advantage of the 

available views.   

 

J. Awnings 

 

Awnings may not be used on the front elevations of homes. 

 

K. Garages And Carports 

 

All garage doors facing the street should be kept closed.  The use of automatic electric openers is 

encouraged for the ownersô convenience in keeping their garage doors closed.  Carports may not 

have open-shelf storage.  (See Also: Accessory Buildings) 

 

L. Covered Porches 

Covered porches, including screened porches or pool enclosures, are not allowed to extend past 

the required building front, side or rear building setback line on any lot. 

 

M. Roofs And Rooftop Elements 

 

Roof forms should be well organized and demonstrate the same character on all sides of the 

residence.  Roof shape and configuration should be considered during the development of floor 

plans to avoid excessively complex, awkward, or odd roof design.  Eave lines should align 

wherever possible.  The minimum roof pitch for the main roof structure of any residence shall have 

a vertical rise of at least seven (7) inches for each twelve (12) horizontal inches unless otherwise 

approved by the Architectural Control Committee.  All composition roof shingles should have an 

architectural style such as Prestige Brand or equivalent.   

 

Roof materials may include composition shingles, tile, or slate.  Copper may be used as an external 

roofing material on a limited basis for accent purposes only. All roofs must be of a wood-toned 

color.  Examples of acceptable colors are available from the Architectural Control Committee. 

 

The location and number of rooftop vent stacks should be carefully thought-out and organized to 

minimize their visual impact from the street.  The rooftop composition created by the combination 

of chimneys, vents, skylights and solar collectors should be well-organized and visually pleasing. 

Death leaves a heartache 

no one can heal, 

love leaves a memory 

no one can steal. 

 

N. Chimneys 

 

Flue pipes are required to be encased with a chimney enclosure and must be supported by a 

foundation at grade when located on an exterior wall.  All fireplace flues and chimneys shall be 

covered with the same material used on the exterior of the residence or such other material as 

approved by the Architectural Control Committee. All fireplace flues should be covered with a 
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decorative cap.  Galvanized metal caps are permitted, but their design must be approved and their 

color must be matched to the exterior of the structure. 

 

O. Exterior Building Lighting  

 

The location, placement and direction of lighting should enhance the landscape and residence and 

not infringe upon adjacent property.  All accent lighting should utilize low voltage, direct task type 

fixtures, set as close to grade as possible.  Exterior lighting fixtures must be compatible with the 

architectural style of the home and must avoid glare onto public streets or adjacent homes. 

 

P. Security Bars  

 

The use of security bars covering exterior door or window openings is prohibited. 

 

Q. Exterior Window Coverings 

 

Windows may not be covered on the exterior except in preparation for and during storms.  Storm 

coverings must be removed promptly once the storm has passed.  

 

R. Accessory Buildings 

 

Detached buildings will be allowed for storage, utility space, playhouses, pool houses, and garages 

or carports provided the maximum space occupied by such detached buildings does not exceed ten 

percent of the total square footage of the lot (exclusive of the lake servitude on lake lots) and the 

building does not encroach onto the setback restrictions.  These accessory buildings must be of the 

same architectural style and quality as the main dwelling.  No metal or prefabricated buildings or 

buildings with metal roofs are permitted.   

 

All Accessory Buildings must be approved in advance by the Ashton Plantation Architectural 

Control Committee. 

 

S. Remodelings And Additions 

 

Improvements to existing residences are required to follow the same guidelines as new 

construction.  All criteria governing site location, grading and excavating, structures, roofs, 

landscaping and other aesthetics will remain the same as for new construction.
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Site Design 

 

The siting of a house is a vitally important design decision.  The site plan developed for each 

residence should reflect functional needs, but should also be sensitive to the particular siteôs unique 

characteristics as well as the architecture of the nearby homes.  It is important that the siting as 

well as the three-dimensional character of each home be carefully studied and designed to achieve 

the best possible site utilization, orientation and aesthetic appearance. In order to assess accurately 

the design opportunities of each home site, an analysis should determine the siteôs relative grade 

and identify unique site characteristics as well as design opportunities presented.  This analysis 

should include locating the best views to and from the home site, the relationships to adjacent 

home sites and structures, and the relationship to any community amenities.  With the information 

provided by the detailed site analysis, the design team can effectively optimize the design 

opportunities of the site and promote harmony among neighboring designs. 

 

 No grading or construction of any type may be done without approval of the Ashton Plantation 

Architectural Control Committee. 

 

A. Requirements  By  Lot  Type 

 

There are special requirements 

pertaining to certain lot types, 

including but not limited to the 

following: 

 

Lake Lots ï Homes should be 

sited to take full advantage of 

the view, with major rooms 

located on the lake side of the 

homes.  An exterior wall on the 

lake side should not be used for 

a garage, unless windows, 

doors or other architectural 

details are provided to avoid the 

appearance of blank walls. The 

location of detached garages 

and storage buildings between 

the home and the lake is 

discouraged, but if located here, 

must conform to the twenty (20) 

foot minimum setback from the lake servitude.  The placement of detached garages on the lake 

side of lake lots is not allowed unless windows, doors or other architectural details are provided to 

avoid the appearance of blank walls.  Garage doors may not face toward the lake (Figure 4). 

 

The placement of bulkheads on Lake Lots is allowed under specific design and elevation standards 

established by the Architectural Control Committee. The Architectural Control Committee must 

give prior approval to all plans and specifications for any bulkhead improvement prior to the 

 
 

 

Garage windows 

 

Fence slope 

 
Lake 

Figure 4 

Lake 

Servitude 
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commencement of construction. All bulkheads shall be of the same height or elevation to present 

a consistent appeal and the finished elevation will be established by the Architectural Control 

Committee. All bulkheads shall be comprised of a vinyl sheet pile or similar approved material all 

being of a similar color utilizing treated un-painted pine timbers or deck boards for a cap or top. 

No piles or bracing other than the wood top cap shall be visible from the Lake or Lot. The Lot 

Owners shall add top soil to fill any void that may result between the bulkhead and lot edge and 

the height of the lot edge should be brought to an elevation equal to the wood cap to prevent a 

space or void between the lot and bulkhead from being present.  

 

 

Corner Lots - Homes on corner lots should have front doors facing the lot front, not the lot side.  

(Figure 5). 

 

 

B. Lot Layouts And Setbacks 

 

In addition to standards required by St. Charles Parish, the developer has established minimum 

requirements for building setbacks for various types of residential structures within Ashton 

Plantation.  The setbacks required, however, are not to be construed as the only setback 

requirements that will be considered by the Architectural Control Committee.  Each homeowner 

should also conform to the St. Charles Parish Zoning Ordinance, which may impose stricter 

setback requirements than those specified here.  While they are unlikely to be granted, except 

under very unusual circumstances, variances to minimum setbacks established by the developer 

will be considered by the Architectural Control Committee on Cul-de-sac lots.  Variances to the 

St. Charles Parish regulations must be sought separately and are the responsibility of the individual 

owner.  Approval of a variance by the Ashton Plantation Architectural Control Committee will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis; approval by the Architectural Control Committee does not 

constitute approval by St. Charles Parish, nor does the Architectural Control Committee have any 

responsibility to seek such variances from St. Charles Parish for individual property owners.  The 

setback requirements, when viewed in total, are intended to ensure that the community will be 

pleasing in appearance when viewed from the street.   
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Front yard setbacks 

 

No structure may be located 

nearer than twenty-five (25) 

feet from the front property line 

except for designated cul-de-

sac lots, which have a twenty 

(20) foot setback.  There is 

established a twenty (20) foot 

wide servitude along the street 

right of way of each lot reserved 

for use by the developer for 

installing, repairing and 

maintaining street lights, 

drainage, water, irrigation, 

sewer, telephones, cable, 

electrical, gas or other utilities 

(Figure 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

Rear yard setbacks 

 

No home shall be closer than twenty (20) feet from the rear lot lines, except for lake lots where no 

home shall be located closer than twenty (20) feet from the lake servitude.  No detached buildings 

shall be located nearer than five (5) feet from the rear lot line, except for lake lots where no 

detached buildings shall be located closer than twenty (20) feet from the lake servitude.  All 

measurements shall be from the sill lines to the edge of the lot lines or the lake servitude, whichever 

is applicable.  (Figure 5). 

 

Side Yard Setbacks 

 

No structures shall be located on any lot nearer than twenty (20) feet from the street side lot line 

on any corner lot.  (Figure 5). 

 

No improvements (other than fences, walkways, landscaping, pools, decks or driveways) shall be 

located nearer than five (5.0ô) or ten (10.0ô) feet to an interior side lot line, thereby maintaining at 

all times at least a fifteen (15) feet minimum setback from all structures located on adjoining lots.  

(Figure 5). Exhibit ñCò of the Restrictions shows the five (5.0ô) feet and ten (10.0ô) setbacks for 

each Lot. 

 

Driveways, walkways or pool decks shall not be located nearer than three (3) feet to any side lot 

line thereby maintaining at least six (6) feet minimum setback on adjoining lots. (Figure 8). 

 

Servitudes 

Figure 5 
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All recorded servitudes and rights-of-way as well as planned and reserved servitudes will be 

observed and may not have permanent structures built within their boundaries. With the exception 

of lake servitudes, landscaping and the construction of driveways or fencing within the boundaries 

of the servitudes are permissible, but the property owner is responsible for all costs of their 

replacement if, in the future, it is necessary to remove these improvements for access to utilities in 

the servitude or right-of-way.   

 

Minimum Slab Elevation 

 

The minimum slab or finished first 

floor elevation of a residence   and / 

or   detached building on any lot 

shall be twelve (12) inches above 

the crown of the street immediately 

in front of the lot (Figure 6).  The 

maximum slab or finished floor 

elevation of a residence and any 

detached building on any lot shall be 

forty-eight (48) inches above the 

crown of the street immediately in 

front of the lot (Figure 7).  All slabs 

or finished floors greater than 

twelve (12) inches above the centerline of the street shall be accomplished with an exposed brick 

ledge or other approved architectural finish.  The slab or brick ledge grade beam shall not be 

exposed more than eight (8) inches above the fill surrounding the base of the slab.  Retaining walls 

are not allowed within the boundaries of the lot.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grading And Drainage 

 

Grading approval must be obtained from the Architectural Control Committee prior to moving or 

removing any soil from a home site, or adding any fill material to that site.  See Restrictions for 

important details and requirements. 

 

 

Figure 6 

 

Figure 7 

Centerline of Street 

8ò Max. Exposure For Slab  

12ò Minimum Floor 

Elevation 

 

12ò 
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Drainage considerations for individual home sites are essential.  Water runoff from each 

individual building site must be accommodated by properly grading all areas so that runoff can be 

directed to storm drainage facilities, including streets.  No lot may drain onto another lot.  The 

back portion of lake lots may drain directly into the lakes.  Water runoff and control for each lot 

is the responsibility of the lot owner.  By creatively contouring and incorporating the drainage into 

the site plan and proposed landscaping, it is possible to minimize problems and even turn drainage 

provisions into aesthetically pleasing, functional amenities. 

 

Sediment control during construction 

is required by law and must be 

maintained on all lots.  Sediment 

control may be accomplished using 

fencing, mats, bales, etc., that meet 

current local state and federal 

regulations. 

 

Access And Driveways  

 

With the exception of corner lots, 

there shall be one driveway per lot; 

circular drives are considered one 

driveway.  Two driveways are 

allowed on corner lots.  Between the 

edge of the street and the property 

line of the lot, all driveways shall have a minimum width of twelve (12) feet and a maximum width 

of twenty-four (24) feet.  From the property line of the lot to the porte-cochere, carport or garage, 

all driveways shall have a minimum width of twelve (12) feet and a maximum width of thirty (30) 

feet.   All driveways must be set back a minimum of three (3) feet from the side property line. The 

Architectural Control Committee must approve all plans and specifications for any driveway.  No 

driveways or roadways may be constructed on any lot to provide access to any adjoining lot 

without the prior written consent of the Architectural Control Committee.  No residence may be 

occupied until the driveway for that lot is complete.  (Figure 8.)  

 

Figure 8 
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Sidewalks And Walkways 

 

Each lot owner shall construct a 

public sidewalk within the street 

right of way parallel to the entire 

frontage of the lot. Sidewalks are 

required on both frontages of a 

corner lot.  The sidewalk must be 

four (4) feet wide and must be 

located one (1) foot from the 

property line within the street right 

of way.  All sidewalks shall comply 

with the rules of St. Charles Parish 

and the restrictions.   

 

It is the responsibility of the lot 

owner paving a sidewalk to assure 

that the sidewalk appropriately and 

aesthetically matches the elevation of any existing sidewalk to which it will connect. 

 

A paved surface walkway connecting the public sidewalk to the front door of the home is required 

on all lots. This may include driveways, circle driveways, or straight extensions. (Figure 9). 

 

Pools, Spas, And Covers 

 

The size, shape, and siting of pools and spas must be carefully designed to achieve a feeling of 

compatibility with the surrounding natural and man-made environment.  The location of swimming 

pools, therapy pools, and spas should consider the following: 

 

¶ Indoor/outdoor relationship, including views and access 

 

¶ Views both to and from the pool area from public spaces and neighboring homes 

 

¶ Terrain (grading and excavation) 

 

Pools, spas and pool decks may not be constructed closer than three (3) feet to the side property 

line.  Pool equipment must be enclosed; the design of the enclosure should be architecturally 

related to the residence and other structures on the lot.  Screening with plant materials is 

encouraged to lessen noise.  All swimming pools must be constructed in-ground; no raised pools 

are allowed on any lot.  

 

 

Pools and Spas On Lake Lots 

Figure 9 

 

Figure 9 
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To protect the structural integrity of the lake, certain restrictions and guidelines apply to 

pool construction on lake lots.  Consult the Ashton Plantation Architectural Control 

Committee prior to pool design for details. 

 

Spas on lake lots may be elevated above ground provided they are constructed behind the building 

set back lines and are surrounded by a suitable deck and landscape screening or fencing. 

 

On lake lots, pools, spas and pool decks may encroach into the required rear setback area provided 

they are no more than eighteen (18) inches above finish grade.  Pool and spa covers on lake lots, 

if  used, may not extend more than eighteen (18) inches above the coping or pool deck, whichever 

is lower. 

 

No pools, spas or pool decks may encroach into the lake servitude. 

 

Pool Barriers 

Security barriers or fencing surrounding pools or spas must meet any local governmental 

requirements.  Barriers around pools on the lake side of a lake lot must be constructed of wrought 

iron or other approved material with an open pattern, allowing a view through the fencing. 

 

Fences, Walls, And Gates 

 

Walls and fences should be 

considered as an extension of 

the architecture of the residence 

and a transition of the 

architectural mass to the natural 

forms of the site.  All walls and 

fences should be designed to be 

compatible with the total 

surrounding environ-ment.  

Special consideration should be 

given to the design, placement, 

impact and views of the wall or 

fence from neighboring home 

sites.  Fences and walls should 

be considered as design 

elements to enclose and define 

courtyards, pools and other private spaces, to provide security and to relate building forms to the 

landscape.  All fences must be approved by the Architectural Control Committee prior to 

installation.   

 

Fences or walls are not allowed in front yards.  Fences or walls along side lot lines shall not be 

located nearer to the street than ten (10) feet behind the front sill of the residence, except that 

fences or walls along side lot lines on a corner lot may not be built closer to the property line than 

the side sill of the residence.  (Figure 10). 

 

 
Figure 10 

 

Corner Lot 
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The top of any front yard fencing shall be a constant elevation and may not slope to follow the 

slope of the ground. The top elevation of any new front lot fence shall match the top elevation of 

a front yard fence on an adjacent lot.  

 

Fencing of vacant lots is discouraged.  On a vacant and unimproved lot that is fenced, the front 

thirty-five (35) feet will be considered the front yard.  Where the vacant lot is adjacent to an 

improved lot, the area that may be fenced will be determined by the location of the home on the 

adjacent lot.   

 

All fences must be constructed with any bracing material, stringers, etc. located on the inside of 

the fence.  (Figures 11 and 12). 

 

Figure 11   Proper ï internal bracing    Figure 12   Improper ï external bracing 

 

 

On a vacant lot, no fence may be closer to the front lot line than thirty-five (35) feet.  On vacant 

or unimproved lots owned by an adjoining lot owner, no fence or wall shall be permitted to extend 

nearer the front than the fence on the adjoining lot with common ownership.   

 

No fences shall be greater than six (6) feet in height. All fences shall be constructed of brick, 

wrought iron, steel, redwood, cedar, vinyl or similar construction.  Chain link, corrugated metal, 

wire or unfinished concrete or cinder blocks or other unsightly fencing or walls are not allowed. 

 

All fences, walls, and gates must be approved by the Ashton Plantation Architectural Control 

Committee before commencement of construction. 
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Fences On Lakes 

 

On a lake lot, a fence shall be 

constructed as an open wrought 

iron or steel fence or other 

material acceptable to the 

Architectural Control Commit-

tee. Any fence parallel to or 

coterminous with the lake 

servitude and within thirty (30) 

feet of the lake servitude, 

including side lot line fences 

and fences within the yard, may 

not be taller than forty-eight 

(48) inches. The transition from 

an allowed six (6) foot height 

fence to the forty-eight (48) 

inch height fence should be 

sloped or should have a 

transitional design element, such as a large column, at the point where the change in height occurs.  

No fence shall encroach into the lake servitude.  Gates are required to permit the homeowner access 

to maintain the lake servitude.  (Figure 13). 

 

If the forty-eight (48) inch height is not sufficient to contain pets in the yard, the use of an electronic 

fence is encouraged.  A variance for a higher fence will not be granted. 

 

 

Figure 13 
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Landscape Design 

 

Attractive and well-maintained landscaping is vitally important to the quality image of any good 

neighborhood and is especially important to Ashton Plantation.  While most of the project area 

was used for agricultural purposes and is therefore without natural vegetation, the local growing 

conditions will allow trees, shrubs, flowers, and lawns to mature rapidly given proper selection 

and good care.  Professional design is encouraged for all front yards.  Widespread use of flowering 

shrubs and plants is desired.  All areas of lots or sites not covered by buildings, drives, parking, 

pools, or walks must be planted.  All plant materials should be well formed, healthy and disease 

free when planted, then watered, fertilized, pruned and otherwise maintained throughout their life.   

 

At least fifty (50) percent of the area in front of the residence should be planted. 

 

A minimum of twenty-five (25) percent of the gross front yard area is to be plant beds (plants other 

than lawn grass).  Plantings in bed areas are to be spaced so that the plants will completely cover 

the bare soil within a three (3) year period.  As an example of adequate planting, a 750 square foot 

bed area might be planted with at least fifty (50) shrubs of a minimum seven (7) gallon planted 

size (calculated at a maximum spacing of thirty (30) inches apart).  Plant bed areas not covered by 

seven (7) gallon shrubs shall be planted with groundcovers or perennials of a minimum planted 

size of four (4) inch pots.  In the case of annuals, coverage should be achieved within one and a 

half (1-1/2) months.  (Examples: Liriope ï 1 gallon @ 15ò o.c.; Asian Jasmine ï 1 gallon @ 18ò 

o.c.; Broadmoor Juniper ï 1 gallon @ 24ò o.c.; Pansy ï 4ò pot @ 8ò o.c.). 

 

The rear yard must not have any bare ground areas.  The rear yard must be covered with sod or 

grass seed or planting beds.  

 

No installation or construction may be done in the front yards of any homes without approval of 

the Ashton Plantation Architectural Control Committee.   

 

 

A. Grading And Sediment Control 

 

(See Also - Site Design: Grading and Drainage) 

 

Landscape berms, if used, should not have slopes that exceed 3:1 and should avoid both the 

ñanthillò and ñburied elephantò look.  Areas to be planted with annuals and shrubs should be raised 

at least slightly above adjacent areas of paving or ground cover. 

 

Sediment control is required during construction and at any other time when the soil is exposed in 

order to keep soil out of lakes and storm sewers and off public streets.  
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B. Trees 

 

A minimum of two (2) 2ò caliper trees must be planted in each front yard. Corner lots will require 

one (1) additional tree in the side yard facing the street. At least one (1) 2ò caliper tree must be 

planted in each rear yard. Multi-trunk trees must have a minimum of three (3) trunks all with a 

minimum 2ò caliper. All trees must be staked. The required trees must be planted no later than 

sixty (60) days after the home is substantially completed but the planting of any tree over four (4) 

inch caliper may be delayed up to six (6) months for appropriate weather conditions. Palm trees 

may be used but do not count toward the tree requirements. 

 

 

(A recommended list of trees is included in the Plant Material List) 

 

 

C. Plant Materials - Shrubs 

 

All front yard plantings should include shrubs. Flowering shrubs are preferred. At least fifty (50) 

seven (7) gallon shrubs must be planted in the front yard of each home; however, the number of 

shrubs used should be proportional to the space allocated to them so that the space will be 

reasonably filled and finished in appearance within three years. Corner lots will require additional 

foundation planting not included in the fifty (50) seven (7) gallon shrubs. The additional 

foundation planting will not be required to be seven (7) gallon material. 

 

The rear yard of lake lots must include an ample number of shrubs to create a finished, quality 

appearance.  The exact number of shrubs may vary, depending upon whether the yard design 

Figure 14 


































